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Mother Tongues Festival
To celebrate UNESCO's International Mother Language Day, Mother Tongues is organising its �rst 
multilingual festival, which will feature performances and workshops in many di�erent languages, 
including Irish, Japanese,  Arabic, Polish, Italian, Spanish, Romanian, Mandarin and many more! Our 
artists, performers and language lovers will entertain you in their own mother tongue, while showing 
you that our many languages are very much alive and in use all around us every day! Having a festival in 
which many languages are used for many di�erent purposes is our way of showing you that every 
language matters, no matter how “big” or “small” it is!
The Mother Tongues Festival is proud to have been awarded the European Year of Cultural Heritage 
label (www.eych2018.com).
As part of the Mother Tongues Festival, Poetry Ireland will organise a bilingual storytelling session run 
by German storyteller Simone Schuemmelfeder entitled “The Prince Who Married A Frog - Tales from 
Around The World”.  To �nd out more visit www.poetryireland.ie.

Mother Tongues is an organisation run by a group of people who are passionate about languages and 
believe in the importance of celebrating linguistic and cultural diversity in Ireland. 
Mother Tongues was founded in January 2017 with the aim of providing advice and support for 
parents who are raising multilingual children. We have since educated and supported over 300 
families all over Ireland by providing half- day courses and monthly meetings for parents, as well as one 
-to- one consultations on issues concerning language development and language di�culties. 
In 2018 we received the GHP Social Care Award for “Best bilingualism Support Advisory.”

Our services include:
- Talks and courses in pre-schools and primary schools on bilingual 
   language development
- In-company training for parents raising bilingual children
- Private consultations for parents and teachers
- Monthly meetings with bilingualism experts

Do you want to spend a day immersed in a world of languages and cultures? Join us for a day 
full of art, music, theatre, and much more!

To �nd out more visit www.mothertongues.ie and subscribe to our newsletter.
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Explores the dynamics involved in becoming a new 
speaker of a language in multilingual Europe.

NEW SPEAKERS STUDIO

VIDEO INSTALLATION by Deirdre MacKenna

11.00 am  -  ENGLISH & ARABIC

Persian/Arabic Calligraphy 
Workshop

age 10 +   -   1 h

Learn the basics of Persian and Arabic calligraphy.

1.30 pm  -  GERMAN

CUPCAKE SCIENCE
age 7 - 12   -   1 h

Have a closer look at your lunch box and explore 
food chemistry.

FREE3.00 & 3.30  pm -  ENGLISH & MANDARIN  

Chinese papercutting
age 8+ & adults   -   30 min

Make a papercutting gift for yourself while celebrating 2018 Chinese 
New Year and learning a few Mandarin words.

FREE2.00 pm -  ENGLISH & JAPANESE  

ORIGAMI WORKSHOP
age 10+   -   45 min

Discover the Japanese traditional paper craft “Origami”.

3.00 and 3.30 pm  -  IRISH

cOLOURSTRINGS MUSIC CLASSES
age 0 - 3 & 4 - 6   -   30 min

Children and their parents can enjoy playful, multi- sensory 
activities using puppets, fairy tales, pictures and instruments.

1.00 pm  -  IRISH FREE

FREE

pop up gaeltacht
all ages   -   1 h

Enjoy the craic with other Irish speakers.

3.30 pm  -  ITALIAN   

DRAMA WORKSHOP
adults   -   1 h

Play and learn or practice your acting skills with games invented 
by theatre masters from all over the world. Workshop run by Rather Gather.

1.30 pm  -  SPANISH

FLAMENCO WORKSHOP
adults   -   90 min

Discover the Flamenco music and learn the 
basic steps of the most famous Spanish dance.

Tickets are limited and o�ered on a �rst-come �rst-served basis. 
See full details and book tickets on www.mothertonguesfestival.com to secure a space.

DAY PROGRAMME: € 8,50 - per person, per workshop.
EVENING PROGRAMME: € 15,00 - per person, includes all the events.

4.30 pm  -  ROMANIAN

“ IN MY OWN WORDS” – ART WORKSHOP
age 7-18   -    90 min

A project on the discovery of one’s identity through art making while exploring 
the identities and the migratory trajectories of Romanian children in Ireland.

FREE4.30 pm  -  POLISH

POLISH FAIRY TALES
age 3 - 10   -   45 min

During the workshops, children will perform masks, which they will use to 
actively learn about the most famous Polish legends – by playing their characters.

5.30 pm  -  ENGLISH   -   30 min

SONGS OF JOYCE
Darina Gallagher and Sinead Murphy will explore some of the musical linguistic magic that 
  James Joyce  developed throughout his life living in various countries in Europe in a musical extravaganza.

10.00 am  -  ITALIAN

L’albero di carta - workshop
age 5 - 8   -   1 h

Inspired by the creative game published in the 
book “Fantasia” by the Italian artist Bruno Munari.

12.00 am  -  ENGLISH  & BAHASA INDONESIA

INDONESIAN DANCE & LANGUAGE 
age 5+   -   1 h

Learn the basic steps of the Tor Tor dance and enjoy 
an intro to the Indonesian language and culture.

FREE10.00 am  -  TURKISH

YAZ DOSTUM
age 7+   -   45 min

Creative Drama workshop with role play.

12.00 am  -  FRENCH

MIAM! ZUT! BADABOUM!
age 3 - 6   -   1 h

Explore the French language’s funny words 
for everyday and untranslatable noises. 

11.00 am  -  SPANISH

PERUVIAN DANCE & PINE 
FLUTE WORKSHOPs

age 7+   -   1 h

Enjoy a taste of the Peruvian culture.

DAY PROGRAMME 18+ onlyevening programme

6.00 pm   -   ENGLISH + VARIOUS  -   45 min

PLURILINGUAL POETRY - WORKSHOP 
Do you love words and playing with them?  Then come along! You will be making poems, listening 
  to poems, reading and performing poems.  No previous experience required. 

7.00 pm   -   ENGLISH + various  -   30 min

DENIS KEHOE – "ESTHER SPEAKS"
Taking us back in time through languages and lands, Esther slowly reveals her di�erent faces. 
  Esther Speaks is a monologue that explores the multiplicity of identity, using various languages.

8.00 pm   -  ENGLISH   -    45 min

ESOSA
A writer, singer and actor, Esosa is all about creating, writing and expression – and 
   a dynamic performer to experience live.

9.00 pm   -   CASTELLANO, GALEGO, ENGLISH  -  45 min

SU GARRIDO POMBO & KEITH PAYNE
The Long Road Home is a border crossing of poetry, music and languages from
  the voices of  poet Keith Payne and musician and singer Su Garrido Pombo. 

CARLINHOS CRUZ
Cruz’s debut E.P. recorded in Dublin, explores the pain and nostalgic of 
  leaving your country alongside the excitement of experiencing new
    cultures, languages, people and ideas.

10.00 pm   -   PORTUGUESE  -  45 min


